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	Ms. Kernan's Class Syllabus: 8th Grade
Room 11, 2017-2018 School Year


Class website:  www.mskernansclass.weebly.com 
Springboard Online Textbook: https://chewelahwa.springboardonline.org
Contact info: mkernan@chewelahk12.us

   
 509-685-6800 ext.3128
Course Description: This is an 8th Grade English language arts class. The goal of this course is to increase each student's proficiency in reading, writing, spelling, and grammar. This year, we will be utilizing the Springboard curriculum. Springboard provides rigorous instruction by integrating a variety of proven learning strategies, relevant and increasingly complex content, and innovative methods that engage students. As students, you will become active learners who take responsibility for your education. You will work toward clear learning targets and know why the skills you’re developing matter. Often times, you will be asked to work collaboratively in a group setting. During this time, you will be required to have an open mind and respect your peers’ opinions and answers. 

Required Materials:
· 1 150-page Notebook (composition or a spiral notebook with a plastic cover only)
· 3x5 Note Cards

· 3 boxes of Pencils 
· Highlighters (4+ colors)

· Blue/Black Pens

· 1 Folder (Used for English Only)
· Thumb Drive (must have by the end of the first week of school)
· 1 Box of Tissues

· *7 Folders (for all classes)

· *College Ruled Paper (for all classes)

· *7 Dividers (for all classes)

· *3-Ring Binder (for all classes)
· * Pencil/Pen Pouch

*Recommended

General Classroom Guidelines:  
1. Be in your assigned seat and working on the entry task when the bell rings. Pencils must be sharpened prior to the bell ringing. If you are more than 10 minutes late, you will be considered absent, per school policy.
2. Bring ALL books and materials to class and take them when you leave.

3. Follow directions the first time they are given.

4. Treat each person in this room with respect. 

5. Follow all procedures and policies outlines in the JJSH Student Handbook (i.e. no cell phones, food, or drink in classrooms). 
6. REACH your potential!
Respect: your teacher, peers, yourself, and the school. 

Effort: pay attention, don’t distract others, listen carefully, always do your best work, and turn in assignments. 
Attitude: be positive, helpful, and courteous. Be ready to learn. 

Cooperation: do what the teacher asks of you and be willing to work with anyone.
Have Fun!
Classroom Procedures:

1. Passing Back Papers
· I will not be passing back papers. Your folder can be located in the bin that is labeled by grade level. You are required to empty it every Friday. This should not be treated as a place for you to store important papers for class. That is what your folder in your binder is for. 
2. Weekly Planner
· You will be expected to write down the daily agenda as part of the entry task each day. This will be a graded assignment and will be graded randomly throughout each quarter. 

3. Entry Tasks
· There will be an entry task each day. You will need to bring your notebook and planner every day.
4. Hall Passes
· Each quarter, you will have three “hall passes” to use the restroom or go to your locker. They will be located in your notebook. You must sign out and take the hall pass with you. One person at a time may leave. School policy states you may not leave the classroom 10 minutes before or after the bell rings. Use the passing period to go to the restroom and obtain your required class materials. 
5. Preparation for Class
· Students are required to bring a pencil/pen, notebook, textbook, binder/folder containing handouts, completed homework/assignments, and planner to class each day. Additionally, students must bring an independent reading book to class each day. Please make sure all your materials are out and your pencil is sharpened before the bell rings. If you forget any of these materials, you will be required to use a “hall pass” to retrieve them. This is not an option. If you are out of hall passes you will be tardy.
6. Classroom Library
· In addition to the school library, there is a classroom library where you can check out books. You will need to write your name and the date you checked out the book on the index card in the back. Then place it on my desk or hand it to me. When you are turning it in, you will retrieve the card, cross out your name, and then place it in the back of the book before returning it to the shelf. Parents, please monitor the books your child is reading. You can always have them log in to their AR account and check their bookshelf to ensure the content is within your set guidelines.
7. Raising Your Hand
· In order to give each student the opportunity to participate in lessons and class discussion, you are required to raise your hand when responding to a question. Failure to do so will result in a verbal warning. If the behavior continues your classroom etiquette point will be taken away for the day and then further discipline may follow.
8. Cell Phone Policy
· There are to be no cell phones in class. There will be times that we will use them as educational tools. In that instance you will be allowed to retrieve them from your locker. If they are present in the classroom (on your desk, in your lap, etc.), a classroom etiquette point will be deducted from the week and it will be placed on my desk for the remainder of the class period. The second time results in a detention, the third time you will pick it up from the office at the end of the day. If the cell phone continues to be an issue, it may result in a parent-teacher conference or a conversation with administration.
9. Classroom Etiquette
·  Students are expected to display behavior that is conducive for learning. Each student has the right to an education, and if students are disruptive it takes away the right of the other students. There will be a total of 5 classroom etiquette points earned each week (1/day). Failure to comply with the guidelines and procedures of the classroom could result in a loss of points.
Discipline Policy:

Failure to comply with the above expectations will result in a warning, a deduction from daily classroom etiquette points, a conference with me, detention, parent contact, parent/teacher conference, and/or a visit with administration. If the behavior continues and/or is disrupting the learning of other students, further school discipline will take place (see Jenkins Jr/Sr High student handbook). 

Accelerated Reader: 
Students will be expected to read 450 pages each quarter (10 pages each week night) and pass an AR quiz on each book read. Pages can be rolled over into the next quarter.  If the book does not have an AR quiz, you will be required to complete a book report. Students must choose books which are at least 90% text and of novel length (i.e. no picture/comic books… that means no Diary of a Wimpy Kid). In addition, books that have been made into movies must have written parent confirmation of reading in order to count towards this requirement. It also must be cleared with me prior to reading the book. Often times there will be little class time available for students to read self-selected books; therefore, it is imperative that students spend time reading at home. A minimum of thirty minutes per night is recommended. AR quizzes that receive a score lower than 70% will need to be retaken. After the second attempt you will be required to complete a Thumbs Up, Thumbs Down book report. AR books will be considered classwork/homework in regards to grading.  
Book Reports:

Students must read one of the books from the Challenges Booklist each semester as part of the reading requirement. The books on the list are aligned to the theme we will be discussing all year: challenges. It will NOT be included in the 900 pages required (450 pages per quarter).  You will also be required to complete one of the book report options (you cannot do thumbs up/thumbs down).

Homework Expectations:

Anything that is not finished in class is homework and will be due at the beginning of the period the next day. While I don’t generally assign homework, I do reserve the right to assign homework on any given day. It is important to know how to work independently. Homework is a great tool for practicing and testing your own content knowledge and ability. If you have questions on the homework you may come in to see me before school begins any time between 7:45-8:10 AM. However, you must have questions ready. Don't begin your homework when you're coming in for "help."
Late/Missing Work:
 Students must submit homework assignments on time in order to receive the full value possible, late assignments will be deducted 5% per day. I will stop deduction after 30% has been deducted. There is no reason why anyone should be failing my class based on this policy.
a) It is the students’ responsibility to obtain the homework assignments, notes, and any other pertinent information that is missed during an absence before the school day begins. The class website can help with this process. 
b) If you know you are going to be absent, come see me prior to missing the work. 

c) Missed work due to an absence: Students have additional time to complete make-up assignments for full credit. If you are gone one day you have 2 days complete, gone 2 days you have 3 days to complete, etc.  If it is not turned in on the day it is due, the assignment(s) will be marked late and credit will be reduced by 5% for each day it's late. It is your responsibility to know when it is due.
Academic Dishonesty:

Academic honesty is expected in this class. Cheating of any kind will not be tolerated. Consequences may include: reduction in grade on the assignment, repeat the same or different assignment, or receiving a zero on the compromised assignment. Academic dishonesty will be reported to a member of the administration and a parent/guardian will be notified.  

Extra Credit:
You may choose any of the book report options to complete for extra credit on a book that does not count towards the AR requirement (no thumbs up, thumbs down option). However, you are not eligible for the extra credit until you have completed the AR reading requirement for the quarter and have all missing assignments completed. Other than this option, there will be limited extra credit available. You should always be aware of what your grade is throughout the course. I will be handing out progress reports on a regular basis, but checking Skyward is always the best option. If you don’t know your Skyward username and password, please contact the counseling office.
Parent-Teacher Relationships: 
I will contact parents/guardians to share class news, news concerning their student’s educational growth, or to discuss behaviors or work habits. Parents are encouraged to communicate with me via e-mail. Parents should use available resources, such as Skyward, email, and the class website to stay informed about student progress and upcoming assignments. 

**Note: I reserve the right to make changes to the syllabus as needed. 

 Grade Categories:
Classwork/Homework: 


20%

Writing:



20%

Assessments: 



20%

Notebooks:



20%

Classroom Etiquette:


20%
(this is labeled as “participation” in Skyward).
Total:




100%
Please bring the syllabus home to review with your parent/guardian. Have them sign and complete the contact information sheet. Turn in to me by Tuesday (9/8) to receive 5 points. Keep your copy of the syllabus in your binder to refer to later.

We have reviewed the course syllabus and classroom procedures for Ms. Kernan's class. 

PRINTED STUDENT NAME:   __________________________________________________

PRINTED PARENT/GUARDIAN NAME: ___________________________________________
    Parent/Guardian Signature
 

  
      Student Signature
   

               Date

Phone numbers where parent/guardian can be reached:   
Primary ____________________ 









Alternate ___________________
Email Address:  ______________________________________________________________  
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